
Hello 5th and 6th Grade Families, 
 
We sincerely hope this letter finds you well and you have enjoyed your summer despite the 
challenges of current times.  We are excited to begin the school year and look forward to 
working with your children once again.  
 
Necessary school supplies are available for all students.  With that being said, we realize that 
some families prefer that students bring their own.  With that in mind, here is a list of items that 
all 5th and 6th grade students will use on a regular basis: 
 

Two spiral notebooks -  one for math and one for science  
 

One 1.5 inch binder for an ELA journal 
 
Tab dividers 
 
Filler paper 

 
Pens, pencils, and erasers 

 
Dry erase markers and eraser 

 
Small stapler, black sharpies, washable markers or colored pencils  

 
 

Again, please know that these things are available at school, however families are welcome to 
provide these things as well.  Please feel free to provide your child with a water bottle, as we 
cannot supply them for each student.  We have a filtered water station for people to fill their 
water bottles.  
 
Your child’s schedule will be fairly similar to past schedules.  Derek Fulton will be the advisory 
teacher and point person for the 6th grade and Rachel Rosenbaum will be the advisory teacher 
and point person for the 5th grade. Teachers, including allied arts teachers, will be physically 
moving to the class they are teaching versus having the students move to the teacher.  We will 
be spending time outside where it makes sense, so children have the opportunity to have a 
physical transition.  Lunch will be eaten in the classroom.  Fulton will be taking the 6th graders 
out for a short recess just after lunch and Rosenbaum will be taking the 5th graders shortly 
before lunch.  If you have any specific questions about the policies and procedures that are new 
this year because of COVID-19, please ask.  Generally, I will say that we are focusing on 
limiting contact between groups of students, spacing students as far apart in their specific group 
as is possible, with the expectation that masks are worn at all times.  
 



The science topics this school year will include ecology, astronomy, and geology.  Students will 
begin the first trimester learning about ecosystems, with an emphasis on symbiotic relationships 
and adaptations of organisms.  Sixth grade math will start off with a unit on algebraic 
expressions and exponents.  Fifth grade math will begin with whole number operations including 
multiplication and division.  
 
Throughout this school year, we will be exploring big themes and ideas through the lenses of 
history, sociology, and literature. We will look at the world as historians, writers, and readers, 
ask tough questions and seek answers. Social studies topics will include American history, 
systems, and government. ELA skills will focus on critical thinking, informational reading and 
writing, creative writing, and research and citation methods, as well as honing our reading 
comprehension skills. The first unit of the year in social studies will revolve around the theme of 
belonging, group, and individual identity and the first ELA focus will be on comparative writing.  
 
Please keep in touch with any questions, comments, or concerns.  We look forward to a 
successful and productive school year. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Derek Fulton     dfulton@cvsu.org 
 
Rachel Rosenbaum   rrosenbaum@cvsu.org 
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